WORCESTERSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  County  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  health  of  the 
County  for  the  year  1943. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  ask  that  this  report  should  deal  briefly 
with  subjects  of  current  interest,  among  which  it  is  suggested  that 
tuberculosis  (including  the  new  allowances  scheme),  venereal 
diseases  and  diphtheria  immunization  should  be  included.  It  is 
also  requested  that  reference  should  be  made  to  the  general  standard 
of  cleanliness  and  habits  and  action  taken  to  combat  infestation 
by  head  lice. 

Water  supplies  is  a  question  upon  which  the  Ministry  asks  for 
information. 

The  Ministry  again  ask  for  security  reasons  that  certain 
statistics  usually  contained  in  this  report  should  be  omitted,  but 
this  statistical  information  is  being  kept  up  to  date  and  will  be 
available  in  later  reports  when  hostilities  have  ceased. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

In  accordance  with  special  rules  laid  down  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  the  recording  of  wartime  statistics,  the  populations  are 
estimated  for  civilians  only  and  do  not  include  members  of  H.M. 
Forces  (male  or  female)  or  the  Auxiliary  Nursing  Services. 
Registration  of  births  and  deaths  are  transferred  to  the  area  of 
normal  residence,  this  applying  to  evacuees  but  many  have  acquired 
work  and  residence  in  the  County  and  are  therefore  regarded  as 
normal  residents.  Infectious  diseases  statistics  include  all  civilians 
(whether  evacuees  or  normal  residents)  but  not  members  of  H.M. 
Forces. 

The  figures  for  Worcestershire  which  provide  an  index  of  the 
health  conditions  are  generally  very  satisfactory  for  the  year  1943. 
This  is  a  general  finding  which  is  applicable  to  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  Birth  rate,  18.3  per  1,000,  of  the  population  is  the  highest 
figure  recorded  for  many  years. 

In  1942,  I  reported  that  the  percentage  of  illegitimate  births 
constituted  4.3  per  cent,  of  the  total ;  the  comparable  figure  for 
1943  provides  a  further  increase  to  5.2  per  cent.  This  is  one  of  the 
few  unfavourable  features  noted  this  year.  Generally  the  illegiti¬ 
mate  rate  is  highest  in  the  rural  areas,  but  in  one  LTrban  area, 
namely,  Kidderminster  Borough,  the  illegitimate  births  constituted 
9  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  applicable  to  that  area. 
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The  death  rate,  11.5  per  1,000,  of  the  estimated  population 
continues  low. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  ( i.e .  the  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 
per  1,000  live  births)  is  39.  This  figure  compares  with  40  for  1942 
which  figure  was  itself  a  record  for  this  County. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  is  reasonably  satisfactory  at 
2.3  deaths  per  1000  births. 

The  still-birth  rate,  31  per  1,000,  is  unexpectedly  good,  as  for 
a  number  of  years  this  rate  stood  at  about  40.  I  do  not  know  the 
cause  for  this  improvement.  It  has  been  suggested  that  it  may  be 
due  to  better  ante-natal  supervision,  and  improved  co-operation 
by  the  patient  ;  another  suggestion  is  that  it  is  due  to  wartime  diets. 
At  the  moment  there  is  no  proof  that  either  of  these  possibilities 
provides  a  complete  explanation. 

With  regard  to  infectious  diseases  there  was  no  really  serious 
outbreak  in  the  County  during  1943,  although  in  the  latter  part  of 
November  and  December,  influenza  was  very  prevalent.  Generally 
the  influenza  was  mild  in  type  and  the  illness  although  widespread 
and  explosive  in  character  did  not  last  long.  As  might  be  expected, 
some  of  the  older  people  who  seem  particularly  liable  to  catch  the 
condition,  developed  complications  such  as  pneumonia.  The 
outbreak  caused  much  difficulty  to  both  doctors  and  hospitals  and 
some  hard  pressed  doctors  were  able  to  obtain  temporary 
assistance  from  medical  men  in  the  services.  At  one  voluntary 
hospital  where  a  large  percentage  of  the  medical  and  nursing  staff 
were  victims  of  the  condition  our  American  Allies  helped  by 
allowing  some  of  their  doctors  and  nurses  to  spend  their  leave  in 
giving  service  there. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

With  the  exception  of  Influenza  at  the  end  of  the  year,  there 
were  no  major  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  1943. 

Tuberculosis.  A  report  by  Dr.  S.  Deaner,  the  Chief  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer,  is  included  in  this  report. 

Dr.  R.  B.  Mayfield  and  Dr.  J.  D.  Lendrum  being  on  service 
with  the  Navy,  not  only  increased  responsibility  but  much 
additional  work  has  fallen  on  Dr.  Deaner. 

Dr.  R.  James  left  Knightwick  Sanatorium  in  1943  and  was 
replaced  by  Dr.  Cronin. 

Dr.  Cronin  and  Dr.  M.  Clover  assisted  Dr.  Deaner  with  the 
County  Dispensary  work,  both  giving  part  time  service. 

The  increase  in  notifications  and  need  for  isolation  of  advanced 
cases  living  in  overcrowded  homes,  has  given  fresh  proof  of  the 
necessity  for  further  beds  for  tuberculosis  cases.  To  provide 
additional  beds  in  wartime  is  difficult  ;  to  staff  them  with  nurses 
and  domestics  is  well  nigh  impossible.  It  is  difficult  to  provide 
domestics  and  nurses  for  existing  beds.  Whilst  recognising  the 
seriousness  of  the  position  I  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
only  temporary  step  possible  at  the  moment  is  to  obtain  a  few 
extra  beds  here  and  there  as  circumstances  permit. 

Whilst  notifications  have  increased,  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  remained  stationary  in  1943.  There  was  an  increase 
of  9  in  the  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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Treatment  allowances  were  by  Memorandum  266  T.  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  made  available  to  Tuberculosis  patients  whilst 
undergoing  treatment  recommended  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  ; 
and  the  arrangements  operated  from  July  1943.  This  is  a  war¬ 
time  measure  intended  to  facilitate  the  return  to  active  work  of  all 
those  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  who  are  in  an  ear ly, 
or,  at  any  rate,  improvable  stage  of  the  disease.  The  selection  of 
cases  into  two  classes,  improvable  and  the  reverse  rests  with  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers.  This  is  not  only  a  difficult,  but  one  might 
say  a  thankless  task,  and  has  resulted  in  much  criticism  of  the 
limited  nature  of  the  provision.  I  have  no  reason  to  think  that 
patients  who  on  account  of  the  advanced  condition  of  their  disease 
are  ineligible  for  the  treatment  allowance  suffered  in  monetary  loss 
as  I  know  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  have  dealt  fairly  and 
generously  with  all  cases  referred  to  them.  Nevertheless,  the 
differentiation  into  two  groups  is  a  disadvantage  which  presumably 
will  be  removed  when  the  Social  Security  Proposals  as  a  whole 
are  introduced. 

Measles.  There  was  a  rise  in  the  number  of  cases,  2477  cases 
against  1631  in  1942.  The  number  of  deaths  were  low,  viz.  :  4  in 
1943  against  3  in  1942. 

Diphtheria.  There  is  evidence  that  the  immunisation  of 
children  is  favourably  influencing  the  incidence  of  this  disease. 
There  is  also  sound  ground  for  stating  that  if  an  immunised  child  is 
attacked,  the  attack  is  likely  to  be  less  severe. 


Cases  Notified. 

Deaths. 

Case  Mortality. 

1934 

542 

57 

10.5  ' 

1935 

497 

57 

10.1 

1936 

394 

27 

6.8 

1937 

401 

23 

5.7 

1938 

380 

22 

5.8 

1939 

363 

25 

6.9 

1940 

329 

16 

4.9 

1941 

407 

18 

4.4 

1942 

233 

14 

6 

1943 

228 

10 

4.3 

Six  of  the  10  deaths  in  1943  occurred  in  the  Borough  of  Oldbury. 

Dr.  J.  R.  Craig  (Kidderminster  Borough)  includes  the  following 
interesting  reference  and  table  in  his  report  for  1943  : — 

“  Inoculation.  In  1937,  a  start  was  made  with  inoculation 
“ona  wide  scale,  about  2000  children  being  done  in  that  year. 
“  The  following  table  of  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  since  1935 
"  to  end  of  1943  is  interesting,  particularly  the  figures  relating 
“  to  immunized  children.” 


Table  showing  Incidence  and  Mortality  of  Diphtheria. 


Year. 

Total 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Mortality 

Rate. 

Immunised  Children 
Cases.  Deaths. 

1935 

74 

13 

17.5 

— 

— 

1936 

56 

5 

8.9 

1 

— 

1937 

35 

1 

2.8 

— 

— . 

1938 

41 

3 

6.3 

— 

— 

1939 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1940 

7 

— 

— 

*2 

- 

1941 

8 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1942 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1943 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Two 

245 

evacuee 

22 

“  carriers,"  at 

3 

the  Public  Assistance  Hospital. 

— ■ 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  and  deaths  con¬ 
tinue  to  decline,  28  cases  with  7  deaths  against  37  cases  with  1 1 
deaths  in  1942. 

Enteric  Fever  Group.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  cases  and 
deaths,  viz.  :  20  cases  with  3  deaths  as  compared  with  12  cases  and 
1  death  in  1942. 

In  one  small  outbreak,  which  was  referred  to  me,  9  cases  of 
Paratyphoid  occurred  in  which  milk  was  suspected  to  be  the  cause 
as  the  supply  was  common  to  all  cases  ;  the  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  of  the  milk  had  been  undertaken  with  negative  results. 
The  milk  supply  was  obtained  by  the  distributors  from  4  farms, 
at  one  of  which  the  water  for  the  cooler  was  obtained  from  a  nearby 
stream.  This  water  course  received  the  effluent  from  a  sewage 
farm  (broad  irrigation)  and  it  was  considered  this  was  the  probable 
source  of  contamination.  The  supply  of  milk  was,  by  arrangement 
with  the  Milk  Marketing  Board,  at  once  diverted  to  a  factory  for 
trade  purposes  and  no  further  primary  cases  occurred.  One 
secondary  case,  a  nurse,  contracted  the  disease  and  died. 

Scabies.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  scabies  in  the  County,  but 
energetic  action  in  cleansing  units  in  several  towns  kept  the  spread 
in  check.  In  Rural  areas  and  in  complicated  cases,  the  simplest 
method  was  to  provide  hospital  treatment.  The  accom'modation 
at  the  County  Smallpox  Hospital,  Tolladine,  proved  very  suitable 
for  this  purpose,  and  175  cases  were  admitted  during  1943,  which 
number  included  both  Evacuees  and  normal  residents. 


CANCER. 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  all  ages,  numbered  652  compared  with 
615  in  1942.  Efforts  to  introduce  an  interim  scheme  covering  the 
Midland  area  around  Birmingham  have  been  continued. 


MIDWIVES  ACTS. 

During  1943,  255  Midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practise 
in  the  County  ;  this  number  excludes  the  Borough  of  Oldbury  which 
is  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  for  that  area. 

Since  their  appointment  in  1937,  the  four  domiciliary  Midwives 
in  the  Borough  of  Stourbridge  (Nurse  Hill,  Nurse  Adams,  Nurse 
Nightingale  and  Nurse  Dunn)  have  worked  as  a  team  under  the 
supervision  of  Dr.  Sara  Walker.  They  have  given  every  satisfaction 
to  their  patients  and  the  local  doctors.  These  four  whole-time 
County  Council  Midwives  attended  406  cases  in  1943. 

In  Rural  Worcestershire,  the  midwifery  is  undertaken  by 
District  Nurse  Midwives  in  their  respective  areas  and  grants  in  aid 
of  the  finances  are  made  by  the  County  Council.  The  work  has  been 
carried  out  quietly  and  efficiently,  although  shortage  of  staff  has 
been  a  difficulty. 
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Home  Helps.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  do  much  as  prac¬ 
tically  no  available  woman  power  can  be  obtained.  The  one 
exception  is  the  Borough  of  Stourbridge,  where  Dr.  Walker  and 
Miss  Noke  found  two  very  suitable  women  who  were  kept  fully 
employed.  I  think  Dr.  Walker  and  Miss  Noke  are  to  be  congratu¬ 
lated,  as  this  is  one  of  the  most  useful  and  necessary  services  in  war¬ 
time. 


Accommodation  in  Maternity  Homes. 

Owing  to  the  increasing  demand  for  accommodation,  preference 
in  admission  is  given  to  abnormal  cases  and  evacuees  in  billets 
considered  unsuitable  for  childbirth  ;  in  many  cases  expectant 
mothers  who  from  previous  experience  had  realised  the  benefits 
of  institutional  treatment  had  to  be  advised  to  remain  at  home. 

With  the  object  of  assisting  the  latter  class,  the  provision  of 
Home  Helps  was  agreed  to  by  the  County  Council,  but  lack  of 
suitable  helps  has  restricted  the  usefulness  of  the  provision  to  a 
comparatively  small  part  of  the  County.  The  women  who  in  former 
years  would  have  been  able  and  willing  to  assist  are  now  engaged 
in  industry. 

Some  details  of  the  work  undertaken  at  the  County  Maternity 
Hospitals  is  given  below  : — 
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Health  Visitors,  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante  Natal  Clinics. 


There  has  been  a  larger  number  of  mothers  and  babies  to  be 
visited  especially  in  the  Urban  areas.  Many  of  the  Health  Visitors 
have  difficulty  in  completing  all  the  work,  but  every  possible  effort, 
including  part-time  helpers,  has  been  made  to  meet  these  circum¬ 
stances. 
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There  are  16  County  Council  Centres  and  27  Voluntary  Centres 
established  in  the  County  together  with  20  County  Council  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics. 


The  location  and  average  attendances  are  given  below  : 
County  Council  Centres. 


Blackheath 

Opened. 

Twice  weekly 

Average 

Attendance 

68 

Bromsgrove 

— 

Weekly 

— 

— 

72 

Cradley 

— 

Weekly 

— 

— 

58 

Crabbs  Cross  and 
Astwood  Bank 

_ 

Fortnightly 

_ 

. 

37 

Catshill 

— 

Weekly 

— 

— 

34 

Droitwich 

— 

Weekly 

— 

— 

38 

Fairfield  - 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

5 

Halesowen 

— 

Weekly 

— 

— 

122 

Lye  - 

— 

Twice  weekly 

— 

— 

50 

Malvern  Link 

— 

Weekly 

— 

— 

33 

,,  Poolbrook 

— 

Weekly 

— 

— 

16 

,,  Newtown 

— 

Weekly 

— 

- 

21 

Pershore  - 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

26 

Rubery  - 

— 

Weekly 

— 

— 

28 

Redditch 

— 

Twice  weekly 

— 

— 

54 

Stourport-on-Severn 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

38 

Worcester 

— 

Weekly 

— 

— 

2 

Tenbury 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

25 

West  Heath  - 

. 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

39 

Pedmore 

- 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

22 

Voluntary  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Areley  Kings  -  -  Fortnightly 

30 

Ashton-Under- Hill 

— 

Monthly  - 

— 

— 

13 

Alvechurch 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

21 

Broadheath 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

16 

Beoley 

— 

Monthly  - 

— 

— 

22 

Broadway 

-- 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

-26 

Belbroughton 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

20 

Badsey 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

20 

Clent  - 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

14 

Chaddesley  Corbett 

— 

Monthly  - 

— 

— 

14 

Cofton  Hackett 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

39 

Evesham  - 

— 

Weekly 

— 

— 

45 

Fladbury 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

15 

Hagley 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

37 

Littleton  - 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

18 

Norton 

— 

Monthly  - 

— 

— 

25 

Ombersley 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

8 

Rock  - 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

16 

Stourbridge 

_ 

I.W.C.  twice  weekly 
^Toddlers’  Clinic  Fortnightly 

54 

Severn  Stoke  - 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

7 

Tardebigge 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

27 

Upton-on-Severn 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

14 

Wribbenhall  - 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

38 

Wythall 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

59 

Welland 

— 

Fortnightly 

— 

— 

12 

Beckford 

— 

Monthly  - 

— 

— 

16 

Kempsey 

— 

Monthly  - 

— 

— 

27 
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Ante  Natal  Clinics. 


The  average  attendances  and  first  visits  are  set  out  below  : — 


Average 

Attendance. 

First  Visits. 

Bewdley  and  Wribbenhall 

12 

37 

Bromsgrove  - 

28 

180 

Blackheath 

14 

155 

Cradley 

20 

139 

Evesham 

9 

93 

Halesowen  - 

26 

167 

Lye  -  -  - 

23 

174 

Lucy  Baldwin  Maternity  Hospital  - 

29 

319 

Mary  Stevens  Maternity  Home 

10 

84 

Newtown,  Malvern  - 

7 

61 

Redditch 

15 

128 

Rubery 

6 

55 

Stourbridge 

28 

235 

Worcester  -  - 

15 

158 

West  Heath 

13 

48 

Other  Infant  Welfare  Centres 

— 

89 

Total  cases  attending  for  first  time 

— 

2,122 

In  addition  to  the  2122  cases  supervised  at  Clinics  3866  first 
visits  were  made  by  Nurses  and  Midwives  to  the  homes  of  Expectant 
Mothers. 

Maternal  Mortality — whole  County. 

During  1943  there  were  16  maternal  deaths,  3  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis  and  13  from  other  maternal  causes. 

This  gives  a  rate  of  2.33  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births.  The 
figures  for  the  last  five  years  were  : — 


1938 

— 

— 

— 

-  3.44 

1939 

— 

— 

— 

-  2.41 

1940 

— 

— 

— 

-  2.47 

1941 

— 

— 

— 

1.63 

1942 

— 

— 

— 

2.5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  1943, 
together  with  other  particulars  : — 


Case 

s 

Be- 

Tr 

eated 

Vision 

unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

im¬ 

paired. 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness. 

Deaths 

moval 

from 

Notified 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital. 

district 

County  M.  &  C.W. 
area 

24 

8 

30 

— 

— 

— 

2 

In  addition  there  were  22  cases  in  Long  Rede  Maternity  Hos¬ 
pital  which  is  in  the  County  but  is  under  control  of  Birmingham 
Corporation. 
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Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  28  registered  Nursing  Homes  in  the  County.  Three 
new  Certificates  were  issued  in  1943. 

In  one  area  where  acute  difficulty  was  experienced,  the  County 
Council  have  agreed  to  contribute,  where  circumstances  make  such 
course  necessary,  towards  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  county  cases 
in  the  Nursing  Home. 

Abnormal  Maternity  Cases. 

All  cases  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  County  Council  have 
been  dealt  with  either  by  the  provision  of  Consultants  or  by 
admission  to  Maternit}/  Hospitals.  During  the  year  seven  Con¬ 
sultants  were  available  for  complications  of  pregnancy  and  labour, 
(other  than  Puerperal  Pyrexia)  arising  in  the  Homes.  Altogether 
96  cases  received  treatment  in  Special  and  General  Hospitals. 
18  Consultant  Sessions  were  held  at  Maternity  Homes,  when  107 
patients  were  seen.  25  patients  were  seen  by  Consultants  in 
Maternity  Homes  and  4  blood  transfusions  were  given.  71  cases 
of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the  year. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  Venereal  Diseases  has  increased,  but  the  five 
V.D.  centres  with  which  the  County  Council  has  arrangements  for 
treatment  cover  the  area  reasonably  well.  I  have  asked  District 
Medical  Officers  to  advise  me  of  any  difficulties  they  may  hear  of 
from  practitioners  in  their  area  in  regard  to  patients  obtaining 
treatment.  No  such  cases  have  so  far  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

Information  as  to  the  incidence  of  Venereal  Diseases  in  the 
armed  forces  is  supplied  to  me  at  intervals,  and  I  inform  the 
District  Medical  Officers  of  Health  concerned  when  the  incidence  of 
disease  contracted  in  their  area  is  noted  to  be  high. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  for  County 
cases  at  the  five  centres. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES  SUMMARY  1943. 
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No.  of 

speci¬ 

mens  ex¬ 
amined. 

00  ©  CO  rf  © 

O  00  ©  b*  ^ 

O  M  00  CO 

r-H  r-H 

3616 

00  IO  Ci  N  CO  1.0  Hi  O  IQ  H 
cMioaf  coooooHtiO 

Oir-HCMifCCGOOOcMCO 

NNNNNhNNNN 

No.  ceasing 
attendance 

before 

completion  of 

treatment 

GO  I  00  CO  if 

r-H  |  rH  CM 

63 

Oi  o  oo  co  cm  Ci  co  O  '-H  oo 
Xt-©©l>©t>if©oO 

r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H 

Salvarsan 

substitutes 

No.  of 

doses. 

CO  C—  GO  CM  02 

CO  CO  if  — 1  t" 
iO  iO  ^  |— <  04 

CM 

£ 

Oi  CO  I"  CM  if  co  CM  CM  r-H  IO 
OiCOCO-HOOiifOi-iif 
NCDlOtiOlXlOffl  CO  02 

M  r-H  r— 1  r-H  r-H  r-H  CM  H  r-H  r-H 

Total 

attend¬ 

ances. 

Tf  COlO  1-0  >0 

CM  CM  ©  H  HO 
r— 1  00  CO  CO  lO 
<M  if  r-H 

9422 

O  Ci  CO  O  N  Ci  rH  f  CU  N 

Oi  Oi  O  CM  lO  r-H  CO  O  O  t— 
COOOcOoOCOCMCOOil'*CM 
QOcocOC'-'M— lOOiOC 

r-H  r-H  r-H  i— H  ^H 

73 

h-j 

o 

oCi 

©  C"  CO  ©  if 

co  h  if  co  ' — < 

Oi  — l  if  i — i 

— 1 

iO  I  CM  I>  r-  CM  if  r-H  if  fM  LO  if 

lO  |OOCOifaOt>CiCOCl(M 

CO  H®COHOMCCO®1# 
j  Nhhhh 

C/3  — 

O 

£  Ui 

"0  ■4-' 

d 

o 

O 

<M  CM  CO  if  00 

co  O  t"  if  00 

CM  — i  ' — i  i — I  © 

H 

2669 

CO  02  02  1H  CO  CO  00  CM  X  if 

if  ©  IO  CO  O  t-  02  CO  IO  if 

if  X  02  CM  CO  IO  Oi  — >  CO  X 

CO  CM  <M  if  X  U-  CO  CO  CO  CO 

d  03 
<y  Ph 
h-> 

-J_> 

WVJ 

4-> 

o 

Soft 

chancre 

00  1  1  i  1 

00 

1 

6 

4 

37 

H 

Syph. 

1-0  if  CO  CM  CO 
rH  C  00  CO  iO 

Ci  CO  Oi  r— 1  if 

1 — 1 

4090 

<M  C"  CO  co  cm  -H  02  ©  CO  if 
ift>OOlQCOOCOQOHCO 

X  if  o-i  if  co  x  ©  ©  co  © 
<MCMCMCM<MCMCOCOCO<M 

Total 

days 

NON  1  |  |  if 

—  O  ©  |  1  H 

if  CO  CM  !  Ci 

I 

1 — l  ©  x  — I  CD  CO  O  H  O  03 

r-i  02  ti  co  x  ©  io  ©  co  m 

lO  O  f  t-  O  CO  ti  oo  ©  co 

r-H  r*H 

CO 

£ 

Not 

V.D. 

CO  — i  CM  j  j 

CO 

KJCOIflH  N  Ci  |  r-H 

O  - 

•  r-H 

4-* 

cj 

a 

• 

d  J 

i—i 

> 

CD 

£ 

Gon. 

co  i— 1  co  |  [ 

COQCOiOt^CrOt^OOC^ 

r-H  r-H  r— 1  — H  — H 

Soft 

chancre 

~  1  II  1 

— H 
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Syph. 

°or®-|  | 

(M 

ONOLiMDXXOiC 

r— H  —H  rH 

J 

zn 

4-> 

Total 

00  CO  r-H  Ci  00 

CO  — !  CO  r-H  CO 
co  r  co 

899 

CO  CM  CM  CO  CO  if  X  if  I>  CM 

if  CO  M  f-  ©  if  CO  M  CO 
t-  f  if  CO  CO  CO  CO  co  CC  CO 

Not 

V.D. 

o  CM  CO  CO  CO 
r-tOONHCO 

CO  CM 

T99 

t-1  I1!  r-H  t"  [1  LO  f  lO  C3  CO 
HOf  COOCfOOblO® 

1©  CO  <M  <M  r-H  i— H  r-H  r—H  — H  r-H 

New  Out-patien 

Gon. 

CO  Ci  h  O  00 

CM  ti  1—1 

Oi 

CM 

r-H 

lOOCOCOXObOf  b 
COC3N00COHH®®N 

r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H  r-H 

Soft 

chancre 

•"INI 

r-H 

i  -  i  i  i  -  r*  i 
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r-H  O0  U-  1-1  D- 

CO  <M  CO  H 
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if  x  1-0  CO  X  X  b-  ©  ©  M 
©  1©  i©  X  if  if  if  LO  l"  -x 

Centre. 

WORCESTER 

KIDDERMINSTER 

BIRMINGHAM 

DUDLEY 

STOURBRIDGE 

TOTALS-  1943 

NnOOXb®  uOirCO 

ifififCOCOCOCOCOCOCO 

Ci©©©©©©©©© 

r—H  r-H  — H  (— H  r-H  rH  r— i  r— r  r— (  r-H 

1 
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Regulation  33  B.  This  is  a  wartime  measure  introduced  to 
exercise  some  control  over  the  increasing  incidence  of  venereal 
diseases.  The  additional  powers,  although  limited,  provide  a 
first  if  somewhat  timid  step  towards  the  breaking  down  of  that 
impossible  position  where  treatment  known  to  be  effective  could 
not  be  enforced  and  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  known  contacts 
continued  to  be  uncontrolled.  It  is  hoped  that  if  and  when  this 
wartime  measure  should  lapse  some  even  more  effective  substitute 
legislation  may  be  forthcoming. 

There  were  25  Notifications  received  in  1943  (7  double  and 
18  single).  These  concerned  1  male  suspect  and  24  female  suspects. 

In  many  cases,  the  details  given  were  too  vague  or  indefinite 
to  enable  the  suspect  to  be  traced.  In  single  notifications,  informal 
action  was  taken  when  it  appeared  advisable. 

In  six  cases  a  husband  alleged  that  his  wife  was  the  source  of 
infection. 

Two  prosecutions  were  taken  to  compel  attendance  at  a 
special  centre. 

HOUSING. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  do  anything  other  than  prepare  for 
the  time  when  definite  action  can  be  taken. 

SEWERAGE  FACILITIES. 

The  new  combined  works  serving  Kidderminster  Borough, 
Stourport-on-Severn  District  and  Bewdley  Borough  were  formally 
opened  in  1943.  The  new  works  are  producing  a  first-class  effluent 
and  complaints  of  pollution  and  nuisance  will  I  hope,  be  permanently 
abolished. 

REBDITCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

The  new  works  were  formally  opened  in  1943.  The  amount 
of  trade  waste  in  this  area  is  excessive,  and  as  a  result  the  normal 
process  of  purification  is  seriously  interfered  with.  This  matter  is 
being  considered  by  the  Urban  District  Council  and  the  consultant 
Engineer. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  increased  demand  and  limited  supply  from  the  Overbury 
Springs  make  restriction  of  supply  to  consumers  necessary  in  the 
Pershore  Rural  District. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION. 

Mr.  R.  W.  T.  Owen  (County  Sanitary  Officer)  has  continued  to 
try  to  control  new  sources  of  pollution  and  such  success  as  was 
achieved  was  due  to  him  ;  whilst  failure,  which  was  the  common 
result,  was  attributable  to  War  conditions.  The  Ministry  of  Health 
were  informed  of  any  circumstances  which  it  was  thought  should  be 
brought  to  their  notice. 


MILK. 

The  total  number  of  licences  operative  in  1943  under  the  Milk 
Special  Designations  Regulations,  were  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  -  -  -  41 
Accredited  -  -  -  210 


Total  - 


251 
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VACCINATION. 

The  records  of  the  Vaccination  Officers  and  Public  Vaccinators 
have  been  examined  each  Quarter. 

The  Annual  Returns  of  Vaccination  Officers  with  respect  to 
infants  whose  births  are  registered  are  not  made  until  13  months 
after  the  completion  of  the  year  to  which  they  relate  ;  the  last 
available  figures  are  those  for  the  year  1942. 

Of  the  6099  children  reported  by  the  several  Vaccination 
Officers  in  the  Administrative  County  as  having  their  births 
registered  during  the  year  1942,  2809  (46.06%J  were  successfully 
vaccinated,  while  certificates  of  conscientious  objection  to  vacci¬ 
nation  were  received  in  respect  of  2375  (38.96%).  Of  the  remaining 
915  children,  188  (3.08%)  died  unvaccinated;  30  (.49%)  had  their 
vaccination  postponed  by  medical  certificate  ;  49  (.8%)  were  certified 
to  be  insusceptible  to  vaccination;  leaving  648  (10.62%)  as 
“  removed/’  “  not  found,”  or  otherwise  unaccounted  for  as  regards 
vaccination.  Of  these  latter,  189  appear  to  be  due  to  the  failure 
of  one  or  two  of  the  Public  Vaccinators  to  carry  out  their  duties. 


Year. 

Births 

Vaccinated 
No.  % 

Objections. 
No.  % 

Died  un-  Vaccination 
vaccinated.  Postponed 
No.  %  No.  % 

Insusceptible. 
Nm  % 

1929 

4752 

1889 

39.8 

2459 

57.1 

233 

4.9 

38 

0.8 

9 

0.2 

1930 

4667 

1943 

41.6 

2403 

51.5 

184 

3.9 

17 

0.4 

8 

0.2 

1931 

4665 

1898 

40.7 

2364 

50.7 

225 

4.8 

30 

0.6 

19 

0.5 

1932 

4251 

1717 

40.4 

2225 

52.3 

183 

4.3 

24 

0.6 

19 

0.5 

1933 

4178 

1660 

39.7 

2171 

52.0 

192 

4.6 

17 

0.4 

9 

0.2 

1934 

4363 

1649 

3718 

2427 

55.6 

150 

3.5 

18 

0.4 

13 

0.3 

1935 

4488 

1653 

36.8 

2500 

55.7 

178 

4.0 

29 

0.7 

10 

0.2 

1936 

4789 

1701 

35.6 

2714 

56.7 

174 

3.6 

22 

0.4 

9 

0.2 

1937 

4732 

1662 

35.1 

2648 

55.9 

167 

3.6 

37 

0.8 

5 

0.1 

1938 

4837 

1684 

34.8 

2725 

56.3 

173 

3.6 

32 

0.6 

10 

0.2 

1939 

5247 

1891 

36.0 

2796 

53.3 

176 

3.3 

24 

0.4 

11 

0.2 

1940 

4737* 

1746 

36.9 

2253 

47.6 

199 

4.0 

26 

0.6 

22 

0.5 

1941 

5951 

2540 

42.7 

2363 

39.7 

247 

4.2 

45 

0.8 

36 

0.6 

1942 

6099 

2809 

46.1 

2375 

39.0 

188 

3.1 

30 

0.5 

49 

0.8 

*  The  births  registered  in  the  No.  3  District  (Bromsgrove)  were  not  included 
in  this  figure  as  the  Vaccination  Officer  stated  that  all  the  records  had 
been  destroyed. 


The  number  of  persons  successfully  vaccinated  and  revaccinated 
at  the  cost  of  the  rates  during  the  year  ended  30th  September,  1943, 
are  given  in  the  following  Table  : — - 


Number  of  Successful  Primary 

Vaccinations  of  persons  : — ~ 

Number  of  Successful 
re  vaccinations. 

Under  one  One  year  and 

year  of  age.  upwards.  Total. 

Total. 

2048  216  2264 

61 

WAR-TIME  DUTIES. 

The  system  of  placing  upon  senior  clerks  the  responsibility  for 
particular  branches  of  war-time  work  continues  and  has  worked 
well. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  year  1943  was  a  quieter  one,  but  Mr.  G.  L.  Pitt  (County 
Ambulance  Officer)  has  maintained  an  efficient  service.  The  war 
has  provided  an  admirable  opportunity  for  voluntary  effort  to 
provide  workers  and  funds  to  extend  the  civil  ambulance  service 
to  smaller  townships  and  the  districts  around  ;  Pershore,  Upton-on- 
Severn,  Martley,  Stourport-on-Severn  and  Tenbury  have  all 
started  Local  Ambulance  Committees.  The  local  support  and 
interest  make  it  clear  that  the  service  is  proving  not  only  useful 
but  necessary. 

I  believe  that  the  public  will  demand  and  continue  to  support 
these  services ,  and  that  few  would  be  willing  to  revert  to  the  old 
arrangement,  depending  upon  ambulances  stationed  many  miles 
away. 

FIRST  AID  POST  SERVICE. 

There  were  no  alterations  in  the  basic  arrangements  during 
the  year.  Very  good  work  was  done  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Carter  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  in  arranging  for  checks  of  equipment 
issued  by  the  Government  to  the  Local  Authority. 


WAR-TIME  NURSERIES. 

The  detailed  work  in  connection  with  the  Residential  Nursery 
at  Evesham  and  the  8  war-time  nurseries  in  the  County  has  been 
again  undertaken  largely  by  Dr.  Eileen  Bulmer  whose  assistance 


has  been  very  helpful 
in  the  County  :  — 

District 

Bromsgrove 

Evesham 

(Residential) 

Halesowen. 

Hill  and  Cakemore. 

Malvern. 

Redditch  (1) 

(2) 

Stourbridge. 

Summerfield. 


The  following  is  a  list 

Address 

Recreation  Road. 

6,  Leicester  Gables. 

Tenter  St.  School. 
Long  Lane  School, 
Blackheath. 

St.  Cuthberts. 

Church  Green. 
Evesham  Street. 

24,  Worcester  Street. 
Hartlebury. 


the  Nurseries  now 


Medical  Officer 
i  n  Charge . 

Dr.  V.  Pugh. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Murray. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Bulmer. 
Dr.  E.  M.  Bulmer. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Bulmer. 
Dr.  A.  B.  Follows. 
Dr.  A.  B.  Follows 
Dr.  S.  Walker. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Bulmer. 


Adoption  of  Children  (Regulation)  Act.  This  Act  operated  from 
1943.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births,  providing  as  they  do  one 
of  the  special  war-time  problems,  made  it  advisable  for  additional 
powers  to  be  made  available  with  the  object  of  securing  that 
children  who  are  adopted  shall  go  to  proper  homes  and  suitable 
foster  parents.  The  measure  was  aimed  at  preventing  trafficking 
in  young  life  which  was  in  some  instances  undertaken  as  a  means 
to  make  monev. 

Circular  2866,  Ministry  of  Health.  This  circular  urged  Local 
Authorities  to  co-operate  with  Voluntary  agencies  in  providing 
care  and  control  for  illegitimate  infants.  The  County  is  fortunate 
in  having  an  active  Voluntary  Association  namely  “  The  Worcester 
Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare  Work  ”  which  covers  most 
of  the  County.  This  Association  has  for  a  number  of  years  co¬ 
operated  with  the  County  Council  in  the  provision  of  a  Hostel  at 
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Kidderminster  where  un-married  mothers  are  admitted.  The 
Voluntary  Association  was  asked  to  become  an  Adoption  Society 
and  to  consider  the  provision  of  a  post-confinement  home  to 
accommodate  mothers  and  their  babies  for  a  period  up  to  6  months 
after  confinement.  The  County  Council  on  their  part  are  endeav¬ 
ouring  to  establish  a  Residential  Nursery  and  have  increased  their 
grant  to  the  Worcester  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare 
Work  in  order  that  their  staff  may  be  re-inforced  to  cope  with 
additional  work  falling  on  them. 

GENERAL. 

I  have  to  record  with  regret  the  deaths  of  three  prominent 
medical  men  who  have  rendered  outstanding  services  to  the 
residents  of  the  County.  The  first,  Sir  Beckwith  Whitehouse,  gave 
valuable  help  in  connection  with  the  County  Maternity  Homes. 
The  second,  Mr.  Tom  Bates,  a  surgeon  on  the  Honorary  Staff  of  the 
Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  was  always  willing  to  help  with  advice 
or  by  making  available  his  skill  as  a  surgeon  in  the  many  problems 
that  arose  ;  he  was  for  a  time  a  medical  member  co-opted  on  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee.  The  third,  Mr.  St.  Clair 
Roberts,  an  Eye  Specialist,  had  always  been  a  friend  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  he  will  be  missed  by  the  Worcestershire 
Association  for  the  Blind,  the  Worcester  Eye  Hospital  and  the 
residents  of  the  County  generally. 

Although  1943  was  a  war  year,  it  was  marked  by  activity  in 
planning  for  the  future  as  exemplified  by  the  reports  on  social 
security  and  the  discussions  of  a  comprehensive  National  Health 
Service.  Research  too,  was  active  and  penicillin,  the  last  and  one 
of  the  most  successful  discoveries  of  the  war  period,  has  already 
given  proof  of  its  power  to  save  life. 

The  introduction  of  the  Rushcliffe  reports  dealing  with  the 
salaries  and  conditions  of  Service  of  nurses  and  midwives  of  all 
grades,  were  published  in  1943  and  have  resulted  in  the  general 
application  of  the  recommendations  made  to  all  nurses  and 
midwives  employed  by  the  County  Council. 

The  team  work  in  1943  was  again  excellent  ;  I  am  glad  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  recording  my  thanks  to  the  Medical,  Dental, 
Nursing  and  Clerical  Staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation  and  devotion 
to  duty.  The  demands  made  were  numerous  and  varied  ;  as  soon 
as  one  troubled  problem  was  dealt  with  a  new  one  took  its  place. 

The  Voluntary  Workers  at  Welfare  Centres  and  in  Civil 
Defence  including  the  W.V.S.  have  again  given  unstinted  service 
and  I  know  it  would  be  the  wish  of  the  Council  that  I  should  record 
my  appreciation  of  the  fine  work  they  have  so  willingly  undertaken. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WYNDHAM  PARKER,  M.C., 

C.B.E.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.)  D.P.H.  (London), 

County  Medical  Officer. 

Public  Health  Department, 

County  Buildings, 

Worcester. 

December,  1943. 
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APPENDIX. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CHIEF  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1943. 

Notifications.  The  notification  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  have  increased 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  rise  affecting  both  the  pulmonary  and 
non-pulmonary  groups  of  cases.  There  have  been  an  increasing  number  of 
service  cases,  some  of  whom  have  been  discharged  from  the  forces  as  the  result 
of  mass  radiography.  An  increase  in  the  25-34  female  age  group  is  also  to  be 
noted.  In  the  ordinary  way,  increased  notifications  are  likely  to  result  in  an 
increased  death  rate  later  on,  but  it  will  be  of  interest  to  note  whether  such  an 
increase  will  in  fact  occur,  since  the  mass  radiography  patients  are  early  cases 
and  usually  respond  very  well  to  treatment.  In  any  case,  there  must  be  no 
complacency  in  regard  to  the  increase  of  notifications. 

I  note  that  in  other  areas  the  pulmonary  rate  has  also  increased,  but  that 
the  non-pulmonary  rate  has  decreased.  In  a  previous  report  it  was  noted  that 
all  the  increase  in  non-pulmonary  notifications  was  due  to  tuberculous 
meningitis,  but  as  this  has  been  reduced  to  12  this  year,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate 
the  significance  of  this  non-pulmonary  increase. 

Tables  1.,  II.,  and  III.,  set  out  the  notifications  in  years,  age-groups, 
and  districts. 


TABLE  I. 

Notifications  Deaths 


Year 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Total 

1936 

330 

80 

410 

200 

43 

243 

1937 

317 

99 

416 

172 

40 

212 

1938 

293 

92 

385 

171 

28 

199 

1939 

237 

65 

302 

151 

35 

186 

1940 

281 

76 

357 

172 

40 

212 

1941 

291 

75 

366 

168 

51 

219 

1942 

270 

62 

332 

156 

38 

194 

1943 

309 

77 

386 

156 

47 

203 

TABLE  II. 
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TABLE  III. 


District. 

Notif'n 

Rate 
per  1000 

Death 

Rate 
per  1000 

Total 

cases 

notified 

Total 

Deaths 

Bewdley  Borough  -  - 

0.46 

0.46 

2 

2 

Bromsgrove  Urban  - 

— 

1.04 

0.5 

27 

13 

Droitwich  Borough 

— 

1.5 

0.73 

8 

4 

Evesham  Borough  -  - 

— 

1.64 

0.82 

20 

10 

Halesowen  Borough 

— 

1.27 

0.46 

47 

17 

Kidderminster  Borough  - 

— 

0.87 

0.70 

31 

25 

Malvern  Urban  —  — 

— 

0.69 

0.55 

15 

12 

Oldbury  Borough  -  - 

— 

1.4 

0.98 

71 

49 

Redditch  Urban  -  — 

— 

0.76 

0.53 

20 

14 

Stourbridge  Borough  - 

— 

0.85 

0.41 

29 

14 

Stourport-on-Severn  Urban 

— 

0.68 

0.45 

6 

4 

Bromsgrove  Rural  -  - 

— 

0.6 

0.24 

15 

6 

Droitwich  Rural  —  - 

— 

1.3 

0.23 

17 

3 

Evesham  Rural  -  - 

— 

0.86 

0.33 

13 

5 

Kidderminster  Rural 

— 

0.41 

0.61 

4 

6 

Martley  Rural  -  - 

— 

1.9 

0.52 

22 

6 

Pershore  Rural  -  - 

- 

1.08 

0.34 

16 

5 

Tenburv  Rural  -  - 

- 

0.51 

0.17 

3 

1 

Upton-on-Severn  Rural 

— 

1.55 

0.54 

20 

7 

1.04 

0.55 

386 

203 

Mortality.  The  number  of  pulmonary  deaths  remains  nearly  the  same 
as  in  1942,  the  lowest  recorded  apart  from  1939.  There  is  however  an  increase 
in  the  non-p almonary  death  rate. 

A  reference  to  Table  III.  shows  that  the  Oldbury  rates  remain  significantly 
high  relative  to  the  rest  of  the  County. 

Mass  radiography.  This  County  is  dependent  upon  Birmingham  for  mass 
radiography.  As  this  scheme  has  only  just  come  into  force,  its  effect  upon 
tuberculosis  work  of  the  County  will  not  be  noted  for  some  time. 

Maintenance  allowances.  These  allowances  were  introduced  on  July  1st 
1943  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  stated  in  the  official  Memorandum  266,/T. 
No  doubt  in  time  this  scheme  will  cover  all  types  of  tuberculosis,  or  it  will  be 
dovetailed  into  conditions  formulated  by  a  Social  Security  Act,  because  at  the 
moment  there  is  invidious  distinction  between  the  chronic  and  other  cases. 

It  must  be  realised  that  maintenance  allowances  were  introduced  to  aid  the 
initiation  of  mass  radiography.  The  present  rates  of  allowances  are  not 
conducive  to  persuade  patients  to  accept  earlier  institutional  treatment,  but 
do  help  to  reconcile  the  patient  to  continue  such  treatment  as  long  as  recom¬ 
mended. 

Dispensary  Work.  Table  IV.  shows  the  dispensary  work  during  the  year. 


Return  showing  the  Work  of  Dispensaries  during  the  Year  1943. 


18 


19 


After-Care  Committees.  These  Committees  continue  to  meet  although 
their  work  is  necessarily  restricted  in  view  of  the  present  difficulty  of  rehousing. 
Rehousing  of  the  tuberculous  is  one  of  the  most  important  methods  of  attacking 
the  problem  and  I  would  stress  this  aspect  of  the  work  as  much  as  the  provision 
of  institutional  beds. 


Institutional  treatment.  The  pulmonary  beds  at  our  disposal  now  are  :  — 


Knightwick  Sanatorium  - 

Male. 

50 

Female 

32 

Hayley  Green  Hospital 

— 

— 

18 

— 

Hill  Top  Hospital 

— 

— 

—  — 

23 

Romsley  Sanatorium 

— 

— 

4 

2 

Papworth  Colony  - 

— 

— 

6 

— 

78 

57 

135 


The  beds  used  for  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  the  year  were  at 
the  following  institutions  — - 


Birmingham  Royal  Cripples  Hospitals  - 
Newtown  Hospital  —  — 

Worcester  Royal  Infirmary  -  - 

Other  Hospitals  -  -  — 


Male. 

24 

5 

6 
1 


Female. 

15 

4 

5 
2 


36 


26 


Arrangements  are  being  made  to  increase  the  facilities  at  Hayley 
Green  Hospital  until  such  time  as  a  comprehensive  scheme  to  provide 
the  County  with  a  sufficiency  of  beds  is  practicable. 

All  the  facilities  for  active  treatment  except  for  major  surgery  are  available 
at  Knight  wick  Sanatorium.  Artificial  pneumothorax  work  is  also  carried 
on  both  at  Hill  Top  and  Hayley  Green  but  when  further  ancillary  treatment 
is  required,  the  patients  are  transferred  to  Knightwick  Sanatorium. 

In  1943,  22  cases  were  thoracoscoped  ;  of  these,  11  or  50%  are  now  sputum 
negative  and  working. 

Nine  phrenic  avulsions  were  performed  ;  three  of  these  cases  are  also 
receiving  pneumoperitoneum  treatment — -a  most  useful  procedure. 

Other  cases  had  Monaldi  drainage  and  subsequently  had  a  successful 
thoracoplasty  done  at  the  London  Chest  Hospital. 

X-Ray  work.  The  number  of  X-rays  taken  during  1943  was  2130  (including 
cases  sent  up  by  the  Medical  Recruiting  Board).  The  X-ray  of  the  chest  is  an 
essential  part  of  the  investigation  of  the  patient’s  condition  and  the  X-ray 
facilities  provided  by  the  County  Council  should  be  as  liberal  as  possible.  At 
some  future  date  it  is  hoped  that  the  larger  dispensaries  will  each  be  provided 
with  X-ray  apparatus. 


S.  DEANER,  m.r.c.s. ,  l.r.c.p., 


November  1944. 


Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


